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Our 7th graders have been enjoying hands-
on learning through project-based learning 
opportunities (PBL). Their latest unit, which 
was co-designed by three students, was 
called Agents of Change. By researching and 
networking with organizations in our 
community, students identified 
opportunities to assist people in need and 
to promote positive change in Old Saybrook 
and beyond. 
 

 
 
Some of the activities students organized 
included fundraisers and donation drives. 
One group promoted a pajama day at 
Goodwin School to raise money for 
Ashleigh’s Garden in Deep River, which is a 
local business involved in animal rescue. 
They raised over $600. Other students 
sponsored a crazy hat day at OSMS and 

raised nearly $200 to support the Ukrainian 
Red Cross. $100 was raised to donate to the 
CT Make-a-Wish Foundation. One student 
even sold lemonade to raise money for Tom 
Brady’s foundation, TB12. Several students 
collected clothing and toiletries for combat 
veterans and their families, and others took 
donations for gently used sports equipment 
to gift to Parks and Recreation for use in 
youth programs.  
 
In addition to fundraising and collecting 
goods for donation drives, some student 
groups chose to work with younger 
students at Goodwin School and OSMS. 
Activities included making cloud dough as 
an extension of a weather unit in grade 2, 
art stations in preschool, reading and 
coloring activities in grades 1 and 2, and a 
bilingual kindness activity with grade 5 
students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Team 7 is proud of the hard work the 
students have been doing to become 
owners of their learning.  We encourage 
you to ask your students about the learning 
opportunities designed to make learning 
engaging, hands-on, and challenging. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What have our Family & Consumer Science 
(FCS) students been up to? After taking 
notice of edible, whole and unopened food 
being thrown into the trash, students acted, 
and created Share Tables in our school. 

 

 

 

 



The State of Connecticut in conjunction 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
supports the use of Share Tables in Child 
Nutrition Programs. Share Tables are 
defined by the CT Bureau of Health and 
Nutrition as, “tables or stations where 
children may return whole food or beverage 
items, they choose not to eat . . . These 
food and beverage items are then available 
to other children who may want additional 
servings.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Instead of throwing out their food, students 
can choose to give it to the Share Table for 
others to enjoy at lunch in our cafeteria or 
at appropriate times during the day from a 
Share Table outside of the Culinary Room. 
Foods are limited to whole foods such as 
apples, pears, and bananas and any 
unopened, commercially packaged foods 
and drinks. Items must be in good condition 
and pleasing to eat. This initiative has been 
very successful since its inception and 
continues to be today. We are so proud of 
our FCS students for teaching other OSMS 
students how to participate, for decreasing 
food waste, and for providing food to our 
growing kids. Go Rams!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eighth grade Open Art students are learning 
about Pop Art and the 21st century skill: 
curiosity & imagination. Mr. Deeble was a 
visiting artist last week. He shared his work 
in books & comics. Fun fact: He is a 
published author! Students had the 
opportunity to share ideas & receive 
feedback on their Pop Art-inspired 
projects.  
 

 
 

 
Elora Kendrick joined the Ms. President US 
group at the beginning of the school year, 
led by Melanie McGuire. She spent months 
meeting with men and women who hold 
powerful positions in the state and town, 
toured the capitol building in Hartford, and 
learned what it takes to make positive 
changes in your community and state. The 
program is primarily held out of Ridgefield 
CT, but this was the first time Old Saybrook 
had a chapter. She then needed to decide 
on a topic she felt strongly about, create a 
campaign and participate in a public 
election at the library. She chose the topic 
of verbal bullying, and titled her campaign 
“Words Have Power.” She wrote a 2.5-



minute election speech talking about the 
effects of verbal bullying and the difference 
between teasing and bullying and its 
impact. She discussed the initial steps she 
wanted to take to make the community 
aware of the dangers of verbal bullying if 
she was elected Ms. President of Old 
Saybrook. She won with the majority of 
votes. She then was awarded a certificate of 
election from Carl Fortuna and met with 
him to discuss future planning. She was 
added to the agenda on the selectman’s 
meeting on April 26 to discuss her ideas. 
She also had a meeting with the director of 
Youth and Family to get them involved. For 
one year, Elora will remain the elected Ms. 
President US of Old Saybrook and will be 
working closely with town officials to try to 
make some positive changes in the 
community being the face and voice of her 
peers. It’s a huge honor and all of us in the 
OSMS community are proud of her!   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students of the Month 
February & March 2022 

 
 

Grade 8: Alex Starusser, Tess Santarsiero, Finn Speed, Olivia Stone 
 
Grade 7: Nate Bernhardson, Elizabeth Steindl, Evelyn Gage, Leanna Young 
 
Grade 6: Elley Barbieri, Katie Berner, Felix Kinloch, Drew Beyers 
 
Grade 5: Sofia Guccione, Caleb Boyd, Jonah Furness, Brook Beatty 
 

 
 
 

	 
	 

 
Information and Reminders 

 
Chromebooks should be charged and ready for school each day. Students should keep their 
Chromebooks in their cases at all times so the technology does not get damaged. Families are 
charged for broken equipment, so please remind students that Chromebooks are school 
property and students are responsible for taking care of them.  
 
 
Students are marked tardy if they are not in their homeroom by 8:05. Please remind students to 
be to school early enough to get to their locker and into class by 8:05. Four tardies to school 
equals a detention. Students are not allowed to go to class with drinks from Dunkin’ or 
Starbucks. Water is the only drink that should be brought to class.  
 
 


